[A case of acute encephalitis with refractory repetitive partial seizures successfully controlled by very-high-dose phenobarbital therapy found in a boy].
We experienced a case of acute encephalitis with refractory, repetitive partial seizures (AERRPS) found in an 8-year-old boy. Convulsive status epilepticus developed at the onset, which was intractable to the treatment with intravenous thiopental sodium even at the maximum dose of 9 mg/kg/hr. Since the adverse effect developed, thiopental sodium was discontinued. Phenobarbital (PB) was administrated at a very high daily dose up to 80 mg/kg, reaching serum trough level of 250 μg/ml, which was markedly effective to the treatment. Because seizures reappeared during tapering the dosage of PB, potassium bromide (KBr) at a daily dose of 80 mg/kg was additionally administrated. PB was successfully tapered into a daily dose of 20 mg/kg with a trough serum level around 80 μg/ml. He recovered in motor functions, but had disturbance of memory and apneic seizures. A very-high-dose PB therapy in an early period may be helpful for the treatment of intractable convulsive status epilepticus.